U. UTAH PHILLIPS — 
“The Future of the Peace Movement” 


E’ VE HEARD A GREAT 

DEAL OF WAR NEWS. If 

you're listening to this [or 

reading it] a year from 

now, you might be 

tempted to ask, “Which 
war?” Well, this is about peace, and it 
doesn’t matter which war. 

Some time ago | was talking to 
Karl Meyer, the founder of the 
Catholic Worker in Chicago*. Karl 
drives around in a truck with a house 
on the back that has a peace library in 
it. He drives into the middle of 
campuses and invites people into the 
library, and they have discussions. 
He’s a migrant peace worker. 

We were talking about the tactics 
of the peace movement, about when 
the [Vietnam] antiwar movement 
came along, many civil rights 
activists moved over into the peace 
movement, bringing with them the 
tactical activism of the civil rights 
movement—mass demonstrations, 
teach-ins, vigils. civil disobedience. 
We carried those tactics—many times 
successfully—into the 1960s and 
1970s, through the contra war. Came 
to the Gulf War, those tactics were 
completely predictable. Everyone knew what we were going to 
do, and the peace movement became marginalized, almost as if it 
wasn’t there. 

That’s why Kar] Meyer said it’s time to escalate the tactics. 
Here are some ideas about how this might happen. 


TAX REFUSAL I have some bi g looseleaf binders for 
photographs, clippings, odd things 
that I collect. They’re labeled “tools,” and they’re things I can 
take out and use to change ideas, to create songs, to create stories 
or to simply provoke me into thinking in completely different 
directions. One of the pictures is of two boys standing in front of 
an orphanage in Angola, and they’re talking to each other, but 
they're both on crutches, and you can see that parts of their legs 
are missing. That’s from stepping on landmines. Another is of a 
desolate looking woman with a great shawl wrapped around her, 
pock marks on her face from shrapnel, and holding a little baby. 
The baby’s head is swathed in bandages. 
I look at those pictures and I say, “Can I in good conscience 
go into the streets and protest against war all the time that I’m 
paying for it?” Karl Meyer and I agreed that the most logical 
escalation that the peace movement can do is organize tax 
resistance. I remember visiting with Dr. Spock in Boston when | 
was playing there one year. He and a group of people belonged 
to an alternative fund. They took out from their wages the 
amount they were supposed to be paying in taxes. They met 
every year and decided where those collective funds would be 
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“Karl Meyer is alsq a longtime WRL member and organizer of Nashville 
GreenlandsWRL in Tennessee. 











dispersed locally, so they were 
certain they were putting some 
good in the world. | k 

This peace movement has to 
have something in it for everybody 
to do, for every level of commit- 
ment. I remember a teacher’s strike 
here in California, a long time ago, 
maybe half a century ago. The 
people who were on strike found 

_ that nobody was talking about it, 
there was no civil discourse about 
it, and because it was the McCarthy 
era people were afraid.to talk about 
it, so the word went out, if you 
support this strike wear a straight 
pin in your lapel. Then sooner or 
later someone waiting for the bus 
with you would say, “hey, you’ve 
got a straight pin in your lapel,” and 
then you'd have to explain it, and 
that got conversation going. Small 
ways into big ways. 

Tax refusal. Small way, but 
important. Since 1966 the tele- 
phone tax [federal excise tax on 
telephone service] has raised $30 

{a billion. You can deduct the amount 
. Of telephone tax that is on that bill 

and pay the balance and include a 
little card and tell them exactly why you’re doing it. And then 
send that note along to your Congressperson, your senator and 
your local newspaper explaining why. Those telephone funds 
can be pooled into a community fund and can be put to use 
supporting community causes. And the good news on this is that 
for refusal to pay this tax the telephone company cannot legally 
disconnect your telephone. 


ae on aA I look at those photo- 
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holding the little baby in Southern Lebanon, and I think that 
women know more about the consequences of war than men do. I ` 
think about the war that we’re in now, the Gulf War, contra war, 
the first or second world wars, Pol Pot, Serbia, Kosovo. 

Women aren't doing this. Children aren’t doing this. Old 
people aren't doing this. Disabled people aren’t doing this. This 
is men with guns doing it to everybody else but.doing it for `. 
thousands of years. We have a serious male problem, and we've’ 
got to start looking at that, not only internationally but locally 
in our own lives, our own homes. I think that the women’s 
movement needs to be at the core of a rebuilt peace movement. 
There needs to be a women’s caucus in every town, in every city 
that just deals with redefining the peace movement. We’ve been 
at this a long time, and we haven't gotten much of anywhere the 
past couple of wars, so the women’s movement should be at the 
center of this rebuilt peace movement. 


= One of the things we need to 
# do is to get off the streets and 


into the schools. They’re our schools. They’re the people’s 
property. We want to have some control over what it is that our — 
kids are being taught. We need to involve ourselves in the 
curricular process. “How to change or how to add to curriculum, 
how to bring classes, seminars in nonviolent problem solving 
and conflict mediation into the classrooms, into the schools. 

Down in Atlanta, Georgia, during the Gulf War, there were 
military recruiters in the high schools, so an organization in 
Georgia went to court, and the court decided that they had every 
right to have peace recruiters in the schools. __. 

I was in Butte, Montana, during the Gulf War, and folks were 
picketing in front of the post office against the war. At the same 
time there was a mock trial of Saddam Hussein going on. They 
found him guilty of war crimes, and little kids were drawing the 
most horrific pictures of what should be done with him—blown 
up, thrown out of an airplane. They videotaped the whole 
proceedings to send to the troops overseas as a Valentine ` 
greeting! Those people in Butte saw what was happening and left 
off picketing and got to work in the schools. Now there is a 
program in the schools dealing with nonviolence. So that’s the 
place that ] think the peace movement needs to go. to involve 
ourselves in our schools. 


ral NN WANSSI le Back during the Vietnam War, Sam 
Bowles was really suspicious of the 

Statistics he was hearing about the number of people who 
supported the war. So what he did was call for a “Vietnam 
Summer,” kind of like Mississippi Summer. He called students 
who were out of school to come to Massachusetts, and they 
worked out a questionnaire, went from door-to-door and can- 
vassed all over the state to find out how people felt about the 
war. Lo and behold, the polls in the newspaper were dead wrong. 
People were really dissatisfied with what was going on in that 
war and really unhappy about the way it was being handled. 

We can do that right now, canvassing in our towns, canvass- 
ing in our neighborhoods. Get a study group together, maybe 
meet at the public library (that’s the people’s property too), work 
out some non-rhetorical questions, questions you really want the 
answers to. (And while you’re at it, work out some questions 
about the vanishing civil liberties because of what’s going on. 
The attack on civil liberties—there are no surprises there— 
they're all things that law enforcement’s been asking for for years 
and years, and this war is a good opportunity to get them. When 
those get on the books they’re not going to go away. Law 
enforcement is going to move on to the next set of tools. I hate to 
think what those are going to be.) 

So, get the questionnaire together, go out, start talking to 
people through their screen doors, in their living rooms, on their 
front porches, waiting at bus stops. We have to get some public 
discourse going, some conversations and discussion. Let’s find 
out what people are saying, what people are thinking. 





PEACE CAMPS- The Stevens Point, Wisconsin, Coali- 


tion for Peace set up a peace camp in 
the center of their university campus, where students, faculty and 
townspeople could come together and discuss, creating that 
opportunity for discourse. They camped there day and night. and 
people brought by food. or people came to rant at them and be 
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For information on War Tax Resistance: 


WAR RESISTERS LEAGUE 
339 Lafayette St., New York, NY 10012 
(212) 228-0450 * www.warresisters.org 
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abusive, but they stuck with it and stuck with it. 

There needs to be a place in every town, every community, 
where that kind of discourse can take place, so we can begin to 
talk about these things instead of simply being trapped by 
images on televis:on. One of the biggest and oldest peace camps 
in the worla was Greenham Common Peace Camp, where the 
cruise missiles and nuclear bombs were stored in Britain. 
Between 1981-1997 a nine-mile perimeter was patrolled day and 
night by the peace camp. In 1982, 30,000 women decorated the 
fence, joined hands and made a double ring around that base. 18 
miles of singing women! 


I would like to see 
peace organizations 
pick one fundraising possibility to alleviate the suffering that 
war causes. As a community effort, a group effort, instigated by 
peace people, do active fundraising for that one project, pro- 
grams like Oxfam that feed the hungry or the Heifer Project that 
buy farm animals for people whose survival depends on them 
but can’t afford mem: 


AID TO VICTIMS OF WAR 


DIRECTACTION Į always favored direct action over 
; political action, and then gradu- 


ally I’ve begun to learn that they’re two hands of the same body. 
Direct Action complements political action and vice versa. Learn 
about guerilla gardening, ad busting, guerilla shopping, pie 
facing. Study direct action. Guerilla theatre. Learn how to put 
these techniques to work in your community, in your own life. 
The Albert Einstein Institution puts out.a dandy flyer called 
“198 methods of nonviolent direct action.” (11 Beacon St, 
Boston, MA 02108, www.aeinstein.org/198:_methods.html) 


These have just been some ideas about rebuilding a peace 
movement in a more proactive way, not just reactive. Just don’t 
wait around until somebody does something dumb or miserable 
or profoundly destructive, but be proactive. If we don’t do that, 
if we don’t start dealing with the causes instead of just the 
effects, we’re going to be stuck doing this again and again, one 
war after another. An effective peace movement is built not 
during wars, but between them. ; 


Peace, 
U. Utah Phillips 


U. Utah Phillips, “The Golden Voice of the Great Southwest,” is a 
nationally known folk artist, singer/story teller, activist, philoso- 
pher, hobo, tramp, member of the IWW, and just about every- 
thing in between. Utah's memory contains a wide ranging wealth 
of lore, which he lets us romp through by way of his shows and 
recordings. He was nominated for a Grammy Award for his work 
with Ani Difranco. 


Edited transcript of Utah Phillips’ #4-97 “Loafer’s Glory: Hobo Jungle of 
the Mind” radio show (broadcast from KVMR and syndicated over the 
Pacifica Radio Network) is printed with permission by the War Resisters 
League to help promote the discourse that Utah suggests. 

For information about the radio show or a catalogue of Utah's 
CD’s—including this radio show, complete with great music—write: No Guff 
Records, PO Box 1235, Nevada City, CA 95959 or call (530) 265-2476. 

On the web go to www.utahphillips.org. 
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